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The topic interculturality has been under study for many years, but
it has gained more importance in the last few years, and this has
led to the value of  recognizing the multicultural communities in

today’s society.  Due to globalization, the global world has become one
city or one village; various cultural communities live, communicate, and
interact with one another for the smooth functioning of  society. It does
not mean that this is evolving as a smooth process, or that people are
living peacefully together, understanding all the implications connected
with their cultures, religions and nationalities. It is very naive to think all
are at peace. Seeing the atrocities which are committed by religious and
cultural fundamentalist groups against other religions and cultures, sharpen
our analysis of  culture, community, world peace and harmony. The chilling
episodes of  killing, brutality, kidnapping, burning of  human persons, mass
burials, arson, and beheading are some of  the untold or unpalatable
incidents which have happened, not just in the recent past, but which also
occur today in some parts of  the world.

Therefore, assuming that meaning and value in the cultures, religions
and national pride cannot be denied to any human being, living in a society
with respect and concern of  other human beings should lead us to
recognize the others’ cultures, religions and nationalities. This can happen
not just on the level of  tolerating and understanding other human beings’
cultures and religions, but by interacting with them to mold a more humane
society. This interaction, interchange, sharing, and living together like a
family, lead to the concept of  interculturality.
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This concept gains more significance for the Church where she engages
in fulfilling the will of  God to realize the Reign of  God here and now.
Thus, interculturality has to be studied more deeply by the Church and
religious congregations, so that we can commit ourselves more fruitfully
in our missionary endeavors. Therefore, all Christian communities–Church
hierarchies, priests, sisters, lay people and religious communities of  males
and females–need to live and work interculturally among peoples. Many
Churches and Congregations have taken this subject for research and study,
and the Society of  the Divine Word has done much in discussing and
promoting this vital concept. The editors of  these two books have solicited
the cooperation of  authors from all over the world so that these volumes
would be helpful to the Church and all people, especially to Congregations,
dioceses and organizations.

These volumes are written by many different authors, most of  them
are well known and experienced authors, some are young and forthright
thinkers. The authors comprise priests and religious from various dioceses
and congregations, pastors from other Churches, and men and women
who are professionals and experts in their fields.

We would like to thank Fr. Heinz Kulüke, SVD, Superior General of
the Society of  the Divine Word and his council, for encouraging us to
undertake this project, and for supporting us to publish these volumes.
Many members of  the council gave valuable suggestions for possible
authors. All the authors who have contributed their articles in these volumes
have taken immense interest, done valuable research, worked hard and
submitted their articles and we are very grateful to all of  them.

The editing work was greatly assisted by Christian Tauchner, SVD,
and we acknowledge his skill, depth of  knowledge and patient work. We
appreciate his commitment and valuable suggestions. Dr. Eric Barnsley
has also acted as a lector, and we value highly his dedicated service. Some
articles needed translation to English, we thank SVD confreres Brian
O’Reilly, Thomas Hughes, Joachim Andrade, Crescente De Rivera (Sonny),
David Streit, Gary Riebe-Estrella and Ms. Angelika Striegel for their
valuable contribution in translating these articles.

When we were in the planning stage of  these volumes, Nzenzili Lucie
Mboma, FMM, Executive Director of  SEDOS, gave suggestions regarding

some experienced authors and we thank her for this help. There were
many others too who were instrumental in finalizing the topics and in
selecting the authors and we thank all of  them. This work is published by
ISPCK and Steyler Missionswissenschaftliches Institut, and we thank the
publishers for their professional work.

These books will be available at Ishvani Kendra, Pune; St. Pauls’ Books
Store, Mumbai; Steyler Missionswissenschaftliches Institut, Sankt Augustin,
Germany; SVD Generalate, Rome and also in e-stores. We hope that these
volumes will be helpful for the whole Church. Their value depends on
how these writings enrich meaningful living and effective mission in today’s
world.




