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REMEMBERING FRANZ-JOSEF EILERS SVD (1932-2021)

Divine Word Missionary and communication expert Franz-Josef Eilers
passed away in Manila on January 13, 2021. He was a prominent SVD com-
munication and media expert and had dedicated his life to social communica-
tion and the formation of missionaries in the SVD and beyond for an evange-
lisation in terms of communication. He was a member of the SVD Missiologi-
cal Institute since 1984 and a diligent and trusted contributor to Verbum
SVD.

When Franz-Josef Eilers found out that a Festschrift for him was in the
making to celebrate his 75th birthday, he is reported to have commented “lit-
erally (in German): ‘Wenn denn schon so etwas gemacht wird, dann aber
bitte ein Beitrag zur Sache — keine Lobhudelei’ [If you really want to make it,
then be it in support of the matter, and not a Lobhudelei.] Well, how do we
translate Lobhudelei? This word is typically German ...” (Rolfes/Zukowski
2007, 5) and difficult to translate, extravagant praise between eulogy and
flattering. Remembering him should therefore take up some of the “matter”
itself that he dedicated his life to and he stood for during his lifelong en-
gagement.

Opening Horizons

Eilers was born in Emsdetten, near Munster (Germany). After the War,
he entered secondary school with the SVD at Bad Driburg. Already there, he
started a students’ magazine, the Kleiner Driburger Anzeiger (KDA, “Little
Driburg Advertiser”), which turned into Unser Weg (“Our way”) once techno-
logical advances permitted the use of hectography for larger editions. He
entered the SVD noviciate at St Augustin in 1953, took his first vows in 1955
and went on with the philosophical and theological studies in preparation for
priesthood and his missionary engagement. There he had the creativity and a
large crowd of dedicated fellow students to set up a “mission apostolate press
service,” at times a team of twenty students who edited letters and reports of
missionaries, reproduced photographs, organised press releases and offered
the material to diocesan papers and the local periodicals which were eager to
get first-hand information from a world in fast expansion—an important
articulation of missiological, anthropological and journalistic interests and a
perfect training ground for young missionaries. Journalism, media, cultures
and mission was to become one of the pillars to build his life on.

In 1959, Eilers took final vows and was ordained. He had not put forward
any wish for a “mission”—petitio missionum—and let the superiors send him
where they wanted. Due to his fame and good connections with the Superior
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General, the appointment to study journalism! did not come as a real sur-
prise. He was supposed to get prepared for work with the magazine Stadt
Gottes. In between, he had to take a year of practical pastoral engagement at
Steyl which allowed him to be in touch with youth and spiritual guidance.
The care for students and spirituality were to become the other pillar to build
his life on. Nevertheless, he used his time in Steyl to prepare a rich pictorial
biography of Arnold Janssen (1962; re-edited in 1987a; 1987b).

In 1961, he took up studies of journalism, art history and missiology at
Minster University. To conclude a first cycle on missiology under Josef
Glazik, Eilers published a study, with the orientation of his journalism men-
tor Henk Prakke, on the topic of Christian journalism in Africa (1964). It
offers an overview over the church engagement in media and communication
there. Eilers complains that there is virtually no material available and con-
sequently acknowledges the help he received from several missionaries from
Ghana and Congo as well as from Rome (1964, 103). Henk Prakke prefaced
the book and highlighted the pioneering fact that this study brings together
the two “underdeveloped” fields of Africa, just appearing among the United
Nations, and the church as an agent of communication and media (1964, 7f.).
This book probably gives already the keys for his life-long engagement: de-
tailed information on press, media and communication structures, and the
intention to serve the church in its outreach and diffusion efforts.

For his PhD research, Eilers spent eight months in New Guinea to study
primal communication media, and another three months in the Philippines,
Japan, Taiwan, Hongkong, Macau and India for data collection (a report:
1965a; 1967a the PhD thesis), “an exploration of uncharted territory in media
studies” (Klein, in Schmolke 2007, 293). The idea of extensive research trips
for doctoral studies was something rather new at the time and left his fellow
PhD students in envy and wonder (Schmolke 2021, 123). In his study, Eilers
looks at communication and media in a broad sense including speech, signs,
drums and music, plus a list of what could be transmitted through drums in
different New Guinea areas (1967, 257-260).

With his studies completed, he moved to the Generalate in Rome to take
care of its publications and as a consultor for communication and media top-
ics. He engaged in the relevant Catholic communication associations like
UCIP (press), UNDA (radio and television) and OCIC (film)—today under the
umbrella of “Signis”—and collaborated in the establishment of the Centre for
the Study of Communication and Culture (CSCC, “Bob White’s place,” as it
was known) in London (today at Santa Clara University, USA). In Rome,
Eilers started lecturing at the Gregorian University, and in 1969, at the Su-
perior General’s request, he also took care of communications with the Com-

! The concept is “Publizistik,” a fine German term including journalism as well

as what now would be media studies.
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mittee on Society, Development and Peace (SODEPAX) at the World Council
of Churches in Geneva. In that year he also advocated strongly in favour of
establishing the Catholic Media Council (CAMECO) in Aachen (Germany), a
consulting agency for media projects and their funding organisations.? From
1971 to 1985, Eilers served as CAMECQO’s Executive Director.

Communicatio Socialis

The fresh winds even in Rome in the first post-Vatican II years strongly
animated and enthused Eilers’ engagement for communication. The church,
at last, took a positive approach to media and communication. The Council
had presented a document on the topic, Inter mirifica—the Decree on the
Means of Social Communication (December 4, 1963). Due to the early birth in
the Vatican II development of a positive approach to world and society, the
document rather soon was considered lacking, even the Council itself was not
too sure about it and therefore ordered the elaboration of a pastoral instruc-
tion “to ensure that all the principles and rules of the Council on the means
of social communication be put into effect” (IM 23).? For the rest of his life,
Eilers returned time and again to this moment of the Council inspiration
regarding “social communication,” a new concept introduced into the public
and scientific discourse by the church and by no means a minor development
(e.g. Eilers 2016).

As he knew from his own study and research, anyone trying to find orien-
tation in the field of church communication under journalistic/media studies
or pastoral perspectives would be forced to start from scratch: “There are no
summary works, there are no pastoral communicational or even mission
communicational institutes, and one searches in vain for specialist journals
that go beyond current information services on radio and film, for example,
and that try to present the entire field of journalism in detail. Not to mention
comprehensive reporting that, if possible, also goes beyond the European or
North American continent!” Therefore, he took the initiative to launch a
specific journal to cover these fields and fill the void. “This is where the new
journal COMMUNICATIO SOCIALIS, which has deliberately chosen its
name from the title of the Council Decree, is intended to make a contribu-
tion” (Eilers 1968, 2; this is the first editorial and presentation of the new
journal).* Even if in church history, the relation to communication and media
had been rather reserved, with Vatican II Eilers welcomed a new era: “It
remained for the Second Vatican Council to solemnly emphasise for the

On CAMECO and Eilers’ contribution and involvement see the appreciation
by D. Frank, then the CAMECO Executive Director (Frank 2007, 106-108).

This was to be the Pastoral Instruction on the means of social communication
Communio et progressio (January 29, 1971).

4 All translation of German texts are mine.
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whole church the importance of journalistic means and also the positive task
of the church in this field. One can say whatever one likes about the decree
Inter mirifica of 4 December 1963: at least since the publication of this docu-
ment, journalism as an obligatory task of Christians is no longer a question.
For the church, the means of communication are fundamentally not some-
thing existing alongside many other things in this world and in this modern
society. At the latest since Inter mirifica, the media have been declared as
God-given and thus obligatory means of the profession and the proclamation
of faith,” he goes on in the presentation of the journal.

When co-founding editor Michael Schmolke retired from the journal’s edi-
torial board after 45 years he referred to the early days: “I was present at the
founding preparations in 1967 and at the first issue (January-March 1968)—
and have remained so ever since, after the inventor of the idea, Fr Dr Franz
Josef Eilers SVD, invited Karl Holler® (then a journalist at Kirche und Leben,
the Miunster diocesan gazette) and myself (then scientific assistant at the
Institute for Journalism at the University of Miinster) to the founding and
further cooperation. [...] Since its inception, the editorial team comprised
three or four people. In its first guise (Eilers/Holler/Schmolke, 1968-1988
[...]) there functioned a kind of hierarchy, although never formalised, which
was given by the functional authority of the father of the idea, FJE. Just as
informally, due to necessities (Eilers in Rome, Eilers in Geneva, etc.), the role
of a managing editor developed later. Karl Héller took care of it. [...] Mission
and intercultural communication were the ideal connection” for the journal
(Schmolke 2012, 342). “In 1968 (!) Fr Franz-Josef Eilers SVD invented our
journal—quite literally. He developed the concept and suggested the (then
highly topical) title Communicatio Socialis [...]. Since then, Franz-Josef Ei-
lers has led the journal with prudence and great commitment. When he was
called to the Philippines by his congregation, he remained not only a diligent
contributor but also a counsellor in difficult cases, in short, the patron of the
journal” (Schmolke et al., 2003, 4f.). After three shifts in the journal’s subtitle
—“Journal for journalism in church and world” until 1993, “International
journal for communication in religion, church and society” until 2013 and
now “Journal for media ethics and communication in church and society”
(Altmeppen et al., 2013, 283)—the journal is thriving, with a different edito-
rial team and publisher (at Nomos; see Altmeppen et al., 2017).

5 Karl Hoéller (1937-2020) had entered noviciate with Eilers and they shared
their concerns and interests, collaborated in the publishing team during their
studies in St Augustin. After philosophy, Holler left the SVD and became a
journalist and worked at missio (Aachen), among other engagements. Later
on, he ran a publishing house (Bergmoser+Hoéller). He remained a close friend
of Eilers’.
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The Communicatio Socialis Yearbook

Building on Communicatio Socialis and its contribution, Eilers suggested
the edition of a yearbook in the same line as the German journal. The com-
munications coordinator at the SVD Generalate in Rome, Tomy Luiz SVD,
and the business editor of Satprakashan Sanchar Kendra (Indore, India),
Clarence Srambical SVD, together with Eilers edited the Yearbook in order to
offer a space for the reflection of media and communication particularly to
readers from the “Third World”: “The design and arrangement of the Year-
book are basically identical with the German publication, the content howev-
er is different and serves exclusively the needs and interests of the Christian
Communicator in Asia, Oceania, Africa and Latin America. Its objective is to
provide and sustain a scientific basis for all questions directly or indirectly
connected with Christian communication in these continents. Each Yearbook
will contain about 300 pages of scholarly articles, written in English, mostly
by communicators of international renown. While information and research
on Christian communications would constitute the primary concern of the
Yearbook, there will be a continued effort to focus the issues consistently in a
Third World perspective” (Luiz 1981a, 321f.; Luiz 1981b). The Yearbook car-
ried the subtitle “Journal of Christian Communication in the Third World.”

The Yearbook did not translate Communicatio Socialis articles but car-
ried fresh material mostly from Africa, Asia and Latin America. Consequent-
ly, in the Yearbook topics related to the demands and proposals of a new
world order of information and communication are quite prominent—a vast
field of discussion and demands of the “Third World” with regard to the im-
balances in news distribution and information flow. The UNESCO promoted
democratisation in this field on the basis of the “MacBride Report.”® As a
consequence of such developments, the USA and the UK withdrew from
UNESCO in protest for several years.

The Communicatio Socialis Yearbook published nine volumes (until IX.
1990) and then ceased to exist, probably due to the fact that its main editor
Tomy Luiz SVD moved away from Rome in mid-1991 and eventually left the
Society.

Communication as Part of the SVD Formation

CAMECO served Eilers as a perfect platform for his commitment to com-
munication and networking in the field. He established world-wide contacts
and gained a tremendous overview of projects and processes related to media
topics and communication studies. Of course, it was not all talk and travel

5 The MacBride Report: International Commission for the Study of Communica-

tion Problems, Many Voices One World. Towards a New More Just and More
Efficient World Information and Communication Order, London/New York/
Paris: Kogan Page/Unipub/Unesco 1980. See White 1983.
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but also the backbreaking compiling of lists, as the different directories show
he collaborated in editing there (1975a; 1980a;” 1982a; 1987c).

SVD Superior General Henry Heekeren encouraged him to work on the
organisation of communication formation for the congregation, as this con-
cern had become important for the SVD. In September 1985, a group of com-
munication practitioners and researchers met at Nemi, near Rome, to set up
a formation programme. It included detailed suggestions on the topics and
themes to be treated in noviciate (e.g., Arnold Janssen and his press aposto-
late), philosophy and theology with communication and culture as transver-
sal perspectives and the corresponding practical skills (e.g., preaching, slide-
shows, radio programmes, group media, structure of news reports, including
elementary things such as the treatment of microphones—the ignorance in
handling such basic things is still appalling at times and shows how im-
portant it would have been to implement these programmes). Sadly, the
“Nemi programme” rarely was implemented in SVD circles and rather soon
went into oblivion; Eilers keeps up the memory of this document in his
Commaunicating in Community (1994, 280-282; until 2002b).

Eilers moved to St Augustin and established an “Intercultural Communi-
cation Research Unit SVD” for the promotion of interdisciplinary study and
research on the communication of cultures (see 1986a). He pursued the cer-
tainly utopian perspective of integrating communication into the curriculum
at the theological faculty at St Augustin and restructure the entire faculty
accordingly: Communication, media and different cultural skills were sup-
posed to be no longer the specific interest subjects of selected students but
were to transversally restructure all disciplines. However, Eilers had to learn
that the old dog was not intended to learn new tricks, the theological faculty
could not integrate all his proposals to that end. As Eilers would not go for
anything less than full-fledged implementation, he rather withdrew from the
field and moved to the Philippines, probably with quite some frustration. He
meant to dedicate the “rest of his life” to the spiritual guidance of the stu-

From an enthusiastic report on the project: “In Aachen [...], an eye-catching
work makes its way out of an inconspicuous office. The 544 pages are designed
to brighten up the Dark Continent. The title of the book in English promises:
Christian Communication Directory Africa. [...] Editor Fr Franz-Josef Eilers
SVD explains, the handbook is not only intended to cover the press, radio and
television, not only book publishers, film productions, archives and other mod-
ern journalism. Also, the centuries-old traditional means of interpersonal con-
tact, which remain just as important in Africa as today’s means of communi-
cation. The churches have increasingly recognised the need to pay attention to
them. The book is unique not only because it is the first attempt at [ecumeni-
cal] cooperation. It is also intended to be the first step in an ever-renewing se-
ries that will be extended to Asia, Latin America and other areas. The hand-
book can count on worldwide attention in professional circles” (Aachener
Volkszeitung, Sept. 4, 1980).
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dents there. This context of spiritual guidance led to a series of publications
and collections where he intended to provide orientation to “all my spiritual
directees past, present and future, as well as to all bishops, priests and semi-
narians trying to live a deeper spiritual life in their daily ministry” (1999a, 5:
the “edited” refers to the fact that he collected quotes from church fathers
and popes, but entirely in his line of reflection and support; 2002a). It shows
him grounded in a more traditional priestly spirituality, profoundly a “man of
the church” and at its service. Of course, it would not have been Franz-Josef
Eilers had he stayed off teaching communication and getting others into the
field as well. Soon he set up a small training studio at Tagaytay Seminary
and got himself involved in many teaching assignments and coordinating
offices, not least at the Asian bishops’ secretariate (FABC, Office for Social
Communication [OSC]).

Teaching and Bridgebuilding

Personally, I owe Franz-Josef Eilers a lot. In the late 1970s, still as a stu-
dent at St Gabriel’s (Austria), we had occasional block seminars on media
and communication. At that time our world still was small enough that meet-
ing someone like Eilers always was quite an event to widen our horizons, as
he told of meetings in Nairobi or Manila or showed us newspapers from Pa-
pua New Guinea or Brazil or mentioned radio stations and their programme
structure in passing—glimpses at a wider world. We learnt to write news
reports in order to get acquainted with the structure of such items. Eilers
brought us in contact with prestigious journalists from Vienna who intro-
duced us to their views and work and made these courses entertaining and
interesting.

In early 1983, when I was already in Ecuador and dedicated to my lan-
guage study, I received a letter from Eilers, quite in the fashion of Acts 9:11:
“Go to the Quito UNDA/OCIC office and present yourself there, they will tell
you the rest ...” As “Eilers’ friend” I was invited to a Latin American meeting
after the dissolution of SERPAL,® a prestigious radio production organisa-
tion, and there I met many very creative Latin American communicators
from radio and group media, many of them close friends to this day.

When I opted for further studies for my engagement with communication
and media in Ecuador, again it was Eilers who brought me in contact with

SERPAL (“Servicio Radiofénico para América Latina”) was started in the
1960s in order to produce high quality radio programmes for Latin America.
“El Padre Vicente,” a drama series of a priest in slums and dealing with the
poor and their perspectives on life, became one of the first classics. The last
was a series on Jesus (“Un tal Jesus,” 1980) consisting of 144 programmes of
14 minutes each showing a very Latin American redeemer and human Jesus
within a context of social transformation. Conservative ecclesiastical sectors
condemned the series and, as a consequence, SERPAL was dissolved.
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the Centre for Mass Communication Research (CMCR) at Leicester Universi-
ty (UK). There, his “good friend” Prof James Halloran had set up an MA and
PhD programme. He had been a consultor to the MacBride Commission and
thus favoured Third World perspectives on information flow and critical re-
search. As a consequence, the courses attracted students mostly from Asia
and Africa, at times also from Latin America (in the late 1980s, due to the
UK position against UNESCO, the CMCR went through some difficulties).
Many SVDs studied there, and in the late 1980s the running gag was that
the CMCR could not run an MA course if there was not at least one SVD on
the programme. Later on, Eilers geared SVDs rather to the faculty at Los
Banos, Philippines, where a similar communication course had been estab-
lished. We teamed up again when I came to the Missiological Institute and
we communicated on articles and loads of book reviews he wrote for Verbum
SVD.

For a long time Eilers’ writing was oriented not by a theoretical agenda
but more by practical requirements, such as the presentation of Arnold
Janssen (1962; 1987a; 1987b). He published reports of meetings and confer-
ences in Communicatio Socialis and Verbum SVD. Many of his publications
originated from his views on cultures. He taught intercultural communica-
tion at the Gregorian University since 1981 and published at first a small
resource book Communicating between Cultures (1987d), which soon saw an
Italian version and a re-print in India (1993). There, he sets out from ap-
proaches to culture and connects the communicational aspects: non-verbal
communication, oral cultures, interaction in different societies, values and
meaning, and the shifts when content is communicated between different
cultures. Subsequent editions expanded the book’s basic structure and con-
tent from 130 to 220 pages in #2012 according to the requirements of his
students. The new editions tried to include further material and particularly
bibliography in fields that developed rapidly over the years.

A similar course book is his Communicating in Community (1994)° de-
signed to introduce (future) priests and religious to social communication.
The different chapters cover human communication, different systems and
elements and proceed in widening circles to mass communication (journal-
ism, press, broadcasting in radio and television), film and group media. There
is also an extensive chapter on church and communication. In the 4th updated
edition (#2009), he added a short section on cyberspace and globalisation in
communication.

His interest in establishing a theological comprehension of communica-
tion and media had produced some early writings at the occasion of church

9 There is a Spanish translation of the second edition (1994), prepared by the

SVD Zonal Communication Coordination in the late 1990s in Quito (Ecuador),
maybe available not in print but in a digital form.
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documents: Inter mirifica of the Vatican Council led to the establishment of
the journal Communicatio Socialis and to studies on Communio et progressio
(1972). His own proposal of pastoral communication and theology of commu-
nication started with his Communicating in Ministry and Mission (2003a;
22004; 32008; 42018). In 2000, he had set up an MA course for pastoral com-
munication at Manila’s Santo Tomas University, and this was his textbook
for the programme. There, Eilers lays out his perspectives on evangelisation,
pastoral care and planning and ecclesiastical structures for communication.
He designs a theology of communication and looks at evangelisation in terms
of communication. He could make good use of positions at the FABC Office
for Communication in his responsibility since 1995 to serve these purposes. It
is also in this context that he set up the “Asian Research Center for Religion
and Social Communication” (ARC) in Bangkok in 1999, with the correspond-
ing yearbook and journal (Religion and Social Communication, with two
issues per year from 1.2003; see Eilers 2012a; 2012b).

Franz-Josef Eilers did not really manage to retire. On his last holiday in
Germany a few years ago, he dedicated his time at St Augustin to a deeper
study of Gadamer’s Truth and Method (Wahrheit und Methode, 1960), as one
of his students had worked on it and Eilers wanted to return to the “real
thing” in German and make sure of the perspectives. Two weeks before his
death, he still wrote to a friend in the Netherlands that he “had given up my
teaching at the university, but I still have to review a couple of theses” (in
Schmolke 2021, 122) and most likely left several of his students as orphans.

He was honoured for his services in many places, among them with the
prestigious Filipino Titus-Brandsma-Award (TBAP) in 2015.

For me, Franz-Josef Eilers remains a confrere with an outstanding dedi-
cation to his vocation for communication and intercultural relations. Certain-
ly also a child of his time and in spiritual and theological aspects more cau-
tious than daring, he pursued throughout his entire life being a faithful
priest and missionary at the service of the church in its relationship to a
world in need and expectation of good news. On Wednesday, January 13,
2021, he took the last step towards the core of the “matter” he had dedicated
his life to—the Word in the many words and communication forms of all the
different cultures worldwide. May he enjoy the communion with the Divine
Word.
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Kirche und Publizisitik in der Londoner Fleet Street, CS 5, 154-155.
Tagung des Zentralkomitees der WACC, CS 5, 237-238.
Synoden-Tonbanddienst fiir Kanada, CS 5, 341-343.

Pluralismus — Polarisation — Kommunikation: ,,Pro-Mundi-Vita“-
Kolloquium in Léwen, CS 6, 51-52.
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1974

1975

1976

1977

1978

1979
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Katholische Presse in Indien, CS 6, 160-163.
Christliche Pressearbeit in Ostafrika, CS 6, 339-341.

Gesamtafrikanische Kommunikationskonferenz in Ibadan, CS 7, 152-
155.

Christlicher Rundfunk in Papua-Neuguinea, CS 7, 324-329.

—/Wilhelm Herzog (eds.), Catholic Press Directory Africa/Asia, Mu-
nich/Paderborn/Vienna: Ferdinand Schéningh.

Kirchliche Kommunikationskonferenzen in Asien 1974, CS 8, 48-51.
, Voice of Africa® — eine niederldndische Initiative, CS 8, 147-149.

Kommunikation und Evangelisation: ein Diskussionsbeitrag, CS 8,
201-212.

Arnold Janssen als Publizist: Ein Beitrag zur Geschichte der deutsch-
sprachigen Missionspublizistik, CS 8, 301-323.

ctn — Di6zesan-Fernsehen in Chikago, CS 9, 39-41.

Christliche Kommunikationskonferenz in Malawi, CS 9, 41-43.
Robert Geisendorfer f, CS 9, 255.

WACC-Versammlung in Malta 1976, CS 9, 256-258.

Zur publizistischen Aufgabe missionarischer Gemeinschaften, CS 10,
177-183.

Zehn Jahre ,,Communicatio Socialis“, CS 10, 251-252.
Heinrich Suso Braun ¥, CS 10, 333.

Weltkongre3 Audiovisuelle Mittel und Verkiindigung, CS 11, 61-63.

Kontinentale Kommunikationskonferenz fiir Ozeanien, CS 11, 129-
130.

100 Jahre Familienzeitschrift ,,Stadt Gottes“, CS 11, 130-133.

Uberlegungen zur Kommunikationsplanung in der ,Dritten Welt“, CS
11, 204-210.

WACC-Zentralkomitee-Tagung in Vancouver 1978, CS 11, 305-306.

Eine frihe Initiative fiir katholische Pressearbeit in China, CS 12, 37-
38.

Genaro V. Ong t, CS 12, 136.
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1982

1983
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Towards a Training Strategy for Church Communication, CS 12, 356-
360.

SVD in Communication. A Preliminary Listing, Rome.

—/Marcel Vanhengel, Wasil A. Miiller, Hans Florin, Knut Jorgensen
(eds.), Christian Communication Directory Africa. Published by Catho-
lic Media Council, in cooperation with WACC (London), Lutheran
World Federation, Geneva, Paderborn/Munich/Vienna/Ziirich: Ferdi-
nand Schéningh.

Bischof Heinrich Tenhumberg §, CS 13, 28.

Petrus K. Ojong ¥, Begrinder von Kompas, CS 13, 250-251.
»Theologie im Kontext“ — eine neue Zeitschrift, CS 13, 257.
Bibliographien zur Publizistik Asiens, CS 13, 269-270.

“Proclaim the Good News to all Creation” — SVD and Communications,
The 1980 Multimedia International Yearbook, Rome, 14-26.

Communication as a Regular Feature of Theology Training, DIWA 5,
No. 1.

Bischof M. A. Zwane ¥, CS 14, 71-72.
Ten Years of “Communio et Progressio,” Jescom no. 43 (March-April).
Kirche und Publizistik in Ubersee, Multimedia, Nos. 12, 13, 14, 15, 16.

UNDA und OCIC-Generalversammlungen in Manila 1980, CS 14, 82-
85.

Zehn Jahre nach ,,Communio et Progressio®“ II, CS 14, 291-296.
P. Leo Robert SVD {, CS 14, 319-320.

—/Marcel Vanhengel, Wasil A. Miiller, Hans Florin, Marc Chambron
(eds.), Christian Communication Directory Asia. Published by Catholic
Media Council, in cooperation with WACC (London), Lutheran World
Federation, Geneva, Paderborn/Munich/Vienna/Zirich: Ferdinand
Schoningh.

On Intercultural Communication from a Missionary Perspective, Ver-
bum SVD 23, 309-316.

Zur interkulturellen Kommunikation in kirchlicher Sicht, CS 15, 101-
106.

On the “New World Information and Communication Order,” Commu-
nicatio Socialis Yearbook 1 (1981-1982) 193-199.

Intercultural Communication in Christian Perspective, Communicatio
Socialis Yearbook 2 (1982-1983) 12-20.
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1984

1985

1986

MISCELLANEA

On Intercultural Communication from a Missionary Perspective, Ver-
bum SVD 23, 309-316.

Josef Hosse f, CS 16, 45-46.

Kirche und Neue Informationsordnung. Eine Konferenz in Sdo Paulo,
CS 16, 141-148.

Kommunikation und Entwicklung. Ein Symposium in Hohenheim, CS
16, 246-248.

Kommunikationstreffen der Européischen Bischofskonferenzen, CS
16, 252-256.

Kirchliche Kommunikationsausbildung in Tansania, CS 16, 374-3717.

Kees Verhaak 1, CS 17, 51-52.
UCIP Weltkongrell Dublin 1983, CS 17, 57-60.
Alternative Presse in Chile, CS 17, 130-132.

Jugend und Kommunikation: Asiatische Studientage in Seoul, CS 17,
318-319.

Towards Communication Planning and Structures, Communicatio So-
cialis Yearbook 3, 57-62.

Interdisciplinary Centre for Social Communications at the Gregorian
University, Rome, Communicatio Socialis Yearbook 3, 172-173.

Das Dreistufen-Modell fiir Kommunikationsausbildung in Entwick-
lungslandern, CS 18, 19-26.

Didzesanblatter in Chile, CS 18, 52-53.

Von der Ur-Publizistik zur ,traditionellen Kommunikation®“, CS 18,
88-93.

Partizipatorische Kommunikation in Lateinamerika, CS 18, 252-254.

Youth and Communication, Communicatio Socialis Yearbook 4, 216-
219.

Towards Ethno-Communication (Occasional Paper 1), Sankt Augustin:
Intercultural Communication Research Unit SVD.

Kommunikation als Pflichtfach im Priesterseminar, CS 19, 146-149.

Kommunikationsausbildung im Priesterseminar: Zu einem vatikani-
schen Dokument, CS 19, 197-205.

Eine neue Publizistik-Buchreihe in Lateinamerika, CS 19, 254-255.

A “Three-Step Training Model” for Communication, Communicatio
Socialis Yearbook 5, 103-108.

The Parish as Place for Communication, DIWA 11, 148-163.

Communication Courses at Divine Word Seminary 1985/86. Some Ex-
periences and Reflections, DIWA 11, 164-173.
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1989

1992

1993
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—/Heinz Helf (Hrsg.), Er sdte Gottes Wort. Arnold Janssen 1837-1909.
Bilder und Dokumente zu seinem Leben, Nettetal: Steyler Verlag Wort
und Werk.

—/Heinz Helf (eds.), Arnold Janssen 1837-1909. A Pictorial Bio-
graphy. Photographs and Documentation from His Life, Nettetal:
Steyler Verlag Wort und Werk/Divine Word Publications.

—/Marcel Vanhengel, Wasil A. Miller (eds.), Christian Communica-
tion Directory South Pacific — Oceania. Edited by Catholic Media
Council, in cooperation with WACC (London), Lutheran World Feder-
ation, Geneva, Madang, Papua New Guinea: Kristen Press.

Communicating between Cultures. An Introduction to Intercultural
Commaunication, Manila/Roma: Centro Interdisciplinare sulla Com-
municazione Sociale.

Zum Begriff ,soziale Kommunikation‘, CS 20, 1-10.

Die Kommunikationsplanung der Unesco 1988/89, CS 20, 144-151.
Kulturen, Medien und christliche Werte, CS 20, 265-268.

Kirche und Kommunikation in Lateinamerika, CS 20, 367-371.
Common Witness and Social Communication, Verbum SVD 28, 70-75.
The Communications Programme at Divine Word Seminary, Tagaytay
City, Philippines, Verbum SVD 28, 298-301.

Social Communication: The Development of a Concept, Communicatio
Socialis Yearbook 6, 85-92.

On Communication During Seminary Formation, Communicatio So-
cialis Yearbook 6, 177-182.

Communications Courses at the Divine Word Seminary, Tagaytay
City, Philippines, Communicatio Socialis Yearbook 7, 204-208.

Ein langer Weg der Anndherung. Katholische Kirche, Kommunikation
und Mission, Jahrbuch Mission, 107-117.

Communicating between Cultures. An Introduction to Intercultural
Communication, Manila, 2n edition.

Kirche als Kommunikation, CS 25, 121-124.

Church and Social Communication. Basic Documents, Introduced and
edited by F. J. Eilers, Manila (also Indore: Satprakashan Sanchar
Kendra, 1996).
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1994

1995

1996

1997

1998
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Commaunicating in Community. An Introduction to Social Communica-
tion, Manila: Logos Publications, 224 enlarged edition (32002; updated
42009).

Communio et Missio = Communicatio. Reflections on the Communica-
tion Dimension of the SVD, Verbum SVD 35, 273-280; also: DIWA 18
(1993) 104-112 (a Spanish version circulated in preparation for the
SVD General Chapter: Communio et Missio = Communicatio. Re-
flexiones teoldgicas sobre la dimensién “comunicaciéon” en la SVD).
Comunicacion social en las Constituciones SVD, Preparacién para el
XIV® Capitulo General 1994, Rome: Generalato SVD.

Kommunikation in Priesterausbildung und religiésen Gemeinschaf-
ten. Auszilige aus zwel neuen vatikanischen Verlautbarungen, CS 27,
399-400.

Kirche und Kommunikation in Asien. Zur 6. Vollversammlung der
FABC in Manila, CS 28, 166-169; English also in DIWA 20.1, 15-20.

—/Roberto Giannatelli (eds.), Chiesa e Comunicazione Sociale. I docu-
menti fondamentali, Torino: Editrice Elle Di Ci.

Medien, Religion und Kultur. Internationales und interdisziplinires
Boulder-Forum 1996, CS 29, 248-250.

Comunicare nella comunita. Introduzione alla comunicazione sociale,
Torino: Editrice Elle Di Ci.

Kirche und interkulturelle Kommunikation, CS 30, 89-100.

Einer der Pioniere der sozialen Kommunikation. Ein Nachruf auf Ste-
fan Bamberger (1923-1997), CS 30, 202-203.

Kirche und Offentlichkeit in Asien. Erstes ,,FABC Institut fiir Soziale
Kommunikation“ (BISCOM), CS 30, 424-426.

The Asian Synod’s “Lineamenta” and Social Communication, DIWA
22, 41-47.

(ed.), For All the Peoples of Asia. FABC Documents from 1992 to 1996,
vol. 2, Quezon City.

Church and Social Communication. Basic Documents, Introduced and
edited by F.J. Eilers, Manila, 2 edition.

Kreativitdt in der Medienwelt. Der UNDA/OCIC Weltkongref3 1998 in
Montreal, CS 31, 443-445.

Social Communication at the Asian Synod, CS 31, 446-461.
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The Asian Synod and Social Communication. A Documentation, DIWA
23, 126-142.

(ed.), Priestly Spirituality. Treasures and Experiences, Manila: Logos
(Divine Word) Publications.

The Meaning of Intercultural Communication, Journal of Dharma 24,
235-243.

Media, Religion and Culture. Dritte Internationale Konferenz in
Edinburgh, CS 32, 426-429.

Henk Prakke und die Entwicklungs- und Religionspublizistik. Ein
Beitrag zum 100jahrigen Geburtstag von Professor Hendrikus Joan-
nes Prakke, CS 33, 232-239.

Henk Prakke und die Entwicklungs- und Religionspublizistik, in: Joan
Hemels/Arnulf Kutsch/Michael Schmolke (eds.), Entgrenzungen. Erin-
nerungen an Henk Prakke. Mit einer Bibliografie, Assen: Koninklijke
Van Gorcum, 99-115.

Die Asiatischen Bischoéfe und die ,,Soziale Kommunikation®, CS 33,
425-428.

Evangelization and Communication. Some Points for Reflection, in:
Mario Saturnino Dias (ed.), Evangelization and Social Communica-
tion, Bandra-Mumbai: St. Paul’s, 27-33.

Missionarische Kommunikation ins Dritte Jahrtausend. Theologische
Anmerkungen fir eine Grundlegung, CS 34, 421-437.
Kommunikation und Verséhnung. Kongress der WACC, CS 34, 474-
476.

(ed.), Social Communication Formation in Priestly Ministry (FABC-
0OSC Books 2), Manila: Logos (Divine Word) Publications.
Communicating in Community. An Introduction to Social Communica-
tion, third revised and enlarged edition, Manila: Logos (Divine Word)
Publications.

(introduced and edited): Church and Social Communication. Supple-
ment I. Basic Documents 1998-2002, Manila: Logos (Divine Word)
Publications.

Social Communication Formation in Priestly Ministry: Some Consid-
erations, in: Social Communication Formation in Priestly Ministry, 11-
26.

(ed.), For all the Peoples of Asia. FABC Documents from 1997 to 2001,
vol. 3, Manila: Claretian Publications.
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2003

2004

2005
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Church and Social Communication in Asia. Documents, Analysis, Ex-
periences, Manila: Logos (Divine Word) Publications.

Radio Veritas Asia: Missionary of Asia, in: Franz-Josef Eilers SVD
(ed.), Church and Social Communication in Asia. Documents, Analy-
sis, Experiences (FABC-OSC Books 1), Manila: Logos Publications,
125-128.

Kurzer Kommentar zu den vatikanischen Veroffentlichungen zum ,,In-
ternet” im Januar und Februar 2002, CS 35, 58-59.

Commaunicating in Ministry and Mission. An Introduction to Pastoral
and Evangelizing Communication, Manila: Logos (Divine Word) Pub-
lications.

The Role of Social Communication in the Protection of Cultural Values
and Religion of Indigenous Peoples, Religion and Social Communica-
tion 1.1, 6-14.

The Communication Formation of Church Leaders as a Holistic Con-
cern, in: Jolyon Mitchell/Sophia Marriage (eds.), Mediating Religion.
Conversations in Media, Religion and Culture, London/New York:
T&T Clark, 159-166.

(ed.), E-generation, The Communication of Young People in Asia. A
Concern of the Church (FABC-OSC Books 4), Manila: Logos (Divine
Word) Publications.

Evangelizing Communication in the Light of “Ecclesia in Asia,” Ver-
bum SVD 45, 129-145.

Truyen thong trong muc vu va truyen giao, Manila: Logos/Divine Word
Publications.

Communicating in Ministry and Mission. An Introduction to Pastoral
and Evangelizing Communication, Manila: Logos (Divine Word) Pub-
lications, 2nd edition (also in an Indian edition with Asian Trading
Corporation, Bangalore).

Church and Social Communication. 40 Years of “Inter Mirifica” and
Beyond, Verbum SVD 46, 261-269.

Inculturation and Social Communication, in: Mario Saturnino Dias/dJ.
M. Prior et al. (eds.), Rooting Faith in Asia. Source Book for Incultura-
tion, Bangalore: Claretian Publications/Manila: Claretian Publica-
tions, 325-328.

(ed.), Interreligious Dialogue as Communication (FABC-OSC Books 6),
Manila: Logos (Divine Word) Publications.
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Communication Theology — Some Considerations, Verbum SVD 47,
225-241.

Social Communication in Christian Perspective. Some Points for Re-
flection, Religion and Social Communication 4.1, 1-9.

2006 Asian Mission Congress: Telling the Story of Jesus in Asia, Ver-
bum SVD 47, 403-413.

Some Reflections on Communication Theology. Paper presented at the
5th International Conference on Media, Religion and Culture. July
2006. Sigtuna, Sweden.

(ed.), Social Commaunication in Religious Traditions in Asia (FABC-
OSC Books 7), Manila: Logos (Divine Word) Publications.

From “Gaudium et Spes” to a “New Culture.” Towards New Ways of
Communicating, Verbum SVD 48, 123-134.

Introduction & Eucharist: Summit of Christian Communication, in:
Eucharist as Communication (FABC Papers No. 124), 2-5.

Eucharist in Artistic Presentations, in: Eucharist as Communication
(FABC Papers No. 124), 44-46.

(ed.), For All the Peoples of Asia. Federation of Asian Bishops’ Confer-
ences Documents from 1997 to 2001, vol. 4, Manila: Claretian Publica-
tions.

(ed.), Comunicare nel ministero e nella missione, Torino: Editrice Elle
Di Ci Leumann.

Social Communication as SVD Apostolate in the Philippines, Verbum
SVD 49, 211-213.

(ed.), Church and Social Communication in Asia (FABC-OSC Books
1), Manila: Logos (Divine Word) Publications, 2" up-dated edition.
Communicating in Ministry and Mission. An Introduction to Pastoral
and Evangelizing Communication, Manila: Logos (Divine Word) Pub-
lications, 3 edition.

(ed.), Radio Veritas Asia: Development of a FABC Project (FABC-OSC
Books 5), Manila: Logos (Divine Word) Publications.

Berkomunikasi dalam Pelayanan dan Misi, Yogyakarta: Penerbit
Kanisius.

Introduction: Social Communication in Catholic Universities of Asia,
(FABC Papers No. 128), 3-4.

“Social Communication” as a Vatican II Concept (FABC Papers No.
128), 15-25.
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2010

2011

2012

2013
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Commaunicating in Ministry and Mission. An Introduction to Pastoral
and Evangelizing Communication, Manila: Logos Publications, 3™ edi-
tion.

Communicating in Community. An Introduction to Social Communica-
tion, Manila: Logos Publications, 4t updated edition.

Globalization, Culture and Religious Communication, Religion and
Social Communication 7, 61-81; also in: Verbum SVD 51 (2010) 369-
383.

“Social Communication” — Development of a Vatican II Concept, Ver-
bum SVD 51, 21-32.

Religion and Communication in Asia: Towards a Research Agenda, Re-
ligion and Social Communication 8.1-2, 1-19.

Communicating Church: Social Communication Documents. An Intro-
duction, Manila: Logos Publications.

Asian Research Center for Religion and Social Communication (ARC):
Origin and Activities, Religion and Social Communication 10.2, 115-
121.

10 Years of “Religion and Social Communication” — Journal of the
Asian Research Center for Religion and Social Communication, Reli-
gion and Social Communication 10.2, 197-198.

Communicating between Cultures. An Introduction to Intercultural
Communication, Manila: Logos Publications, 4th updated edition.
Die Kirche ist Kommunikation, missio korrespondenz Nr. 2, 9-10.

Social Communication and Theology — Communication Theology,
SEDOS Bulletin 44, 327-338.

Interculturality, Communication and the SVD, Verbum SVD 54, 48-
59.

Inter Mirifica: Vatican IT Decree on Social Communication 50 Years —
Origin — Reception — Challenges, Religion and Social Communication
11.1, 63-73.

Inter Mirifica after 50 Years: Origin, Directions, Challenges, Verbum
SVD 54, 378-394; also SEDOS Bulletin 45, 278-286.

Social Communication and Religion, Religion and Social Communica-
tion 11.2, 100-107.

Religion at the 2013 International Association for Media and Commu-
nication Research TAMCR) Conference in Dublin, Religion and Social
Communication 11.2, 195-196.
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2016

2017
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Competence in Social Communication and Religion. A Christian Per-
spective, Religion and Social Communication 12.1, 5-18.

Academic Communication Conferences in Asia in 2014, Religion and
Social Communication 12.1, 95-97.

Religion in Social Communication Perspective, Religion and Social
Commaunication 12.2, 117-123.

Religion at the 7th Public Relations and Advertising Forum, Mahidol
University, Bangkok, Religion and Social Communication 12.2, 211-
212.

Commaunicating Church: Social Communication Documents. An Intro-
duction, Manila: Logos Publications, 2nd edition.

Communicating the Gospel in a Digital World: Challenges of a New
Culture for New Evangelization, Verbum SVD 55, 266-281.

Intercultural Communication in a Digital World, in: Lazar T. Stanis-
laus SVD/Martin Ueffing SVD (eds.), Intercultural Mission, vol. 2,
Sankt Augustin/Delhi: Steyler Missionswissenschaftliches Institut/
ISPCK, 402-413.

Anh Vu Ta/Franz-Josef Eilers SVD, Social Communication in Theo-
logical Perspective: Communication Theology (Communicatio Socialis
prints 1), Manila: Logos Publications.

Religion and Communication in Asia: Towards a Research Agenda, in:
Binod C. Agrawal (ed.), Media and Religious Communication in Multi-
Cultural Asia: An Eclectic Research Agenda, Manila: University of
Santo Tomas Publishing House, 3-15.

Modern Communication Means for Young Children in Religious Edu-
cation, Religion and Social Communication 13.1, 88-90.

Religion at the Asian Research Institute, Singapore, Religion and So-
cial Communication 13.1, 90-91.

Development and Mission, Religion and Social Communication 13.2,
198-199.

“Go and Proclaim” (Mk 16:15). Mission and Social Communication in a
New Culture for Evangelization, in: Jacob Kavunkal SVD/Christian
Tauchner SVD (eds.), Mission beyond Ad Gentes. A Symposium (Stu-
dia Instituti Missiologici SVD 104), Siegburg: Franz Schmitt Verlag,
103-122.

Religions in the Digital World of Asia: Some Considerations, Religion
and Social Communication 15.1, 3-14.
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2018

2019
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ARI: Religion and Globalization Cluster, Religion and Social Commu-
nication 15.1, 97-98.

Communication Documents from and for Religions: Christianity, Reli-
gion and Social Communication 15.2, 143-176.

Communicating in Ministry and Mission. An Introduction to Pastoral
and Evangelizing Communication, Manila: Logos Publications, 4t up-
dated edition.

Religion and Social Communication in Asia: Towards a Research
Agenda, Religion and Social Communication 16.1, 3-18.

Maximum illud in Communication Perspective, Verbum SVD 60, 58-
62.

Intercultural Communication in a Digital World. Some Considera-
tions, Religion and Social Communication 17.1, 31-37.
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