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FOREWORD 

This book is dedicated to the Divine Word Jesus Christ, the Word 
par excellence, who reveals the very meaning of the word either in writ-
ten or oral form that there might be; the word that had been interpreted 
in manifold ways as it had been understood. There remain yet other 
ways to understand it next because God keeps his promise and the pow-
er of the Holy Spirit makes everything move. The word made flesh re-
veals the unimaginable ways of the Divine that continue inspiring peo-
ple across cultures to fulfill the desires of His Father; a new way of re-
lating with Him through that Divine Word in human form as we call 
upon His name, time after time, and whose name is above all (see Phil 
2:1-10). He is a person and invites us to a personal relation because He 
is the way, the truth and the life (John 14:6). Creation has been re-
stored and a new creation can hail a new future seen from God’s per-
spective. 

‘When the Divine meets limits, something greater will be created.’ 
The preceding words have come as an inspiration to open the pages of 
this great enterprise which can be justly attributed to the Divine that is 
Jesus Christ. 

In the form of a book in your hands, it responds to the inspirations 
that have been there right from the beginning of this project. That in-
spiration took shape in verbal form, talks, finding some topics suitable 
to the intention of the theme, thinking of frames of thoughts, ongoing 
conversations, sometimes exchanges of ideas and views with some disa-
greements or a bit of cross talk amongst the conversation. Our humble 
heartfelt thanks to all contributors who said ‘yes’ to be part of this book 
with the expertise that they represent. All that expertise of the contrib-
utors meets together to honour the One who made this project possible: 
Jesus Christ. 

This magnificent work of unity was a common effort that only the 
Divine is able to put together. The papers for the Symposium on the 125 
Years of the SVD in PNG with the theme ‘Did We Bring the Light?’ are 
dedicated to the second person of the Divine Trinity: the Divine Word 
Jesus Christ through whom all creation has its hold and its consistency. 
And He was the one who has brought many experts, scholars from dif-
ferent fields, to converse together in the form of this Symposium held at 
Divine Word University, Madang, on 12 August 2021. 

The speakers, either in person or virtual form, came to honour Him 
with their inspirational talks. It was, is and will be the source for many 
in the future. With this relatively ‘little effort’ written in papers from 
the contributors we pay tribute to Jesus Christ who was the main 
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source and the dynamo of this event! The journey of 125 years of the 
missionary activity of the Divine Word Missionaries is just an example 
among many on how the Divine Word keeps inspiring people until to-
day. To Him, Honour, Glory and Power in the ages to come with the 
heartfelt acknowledgment to all People of Papua New Guinea who re-
ceived the Word of God through the humble ministry of the SVDs. This 
land is the concrete place, the physical locus where we all venture to say 
‘fiat mihi secundum verbum tuum’ (Luke 1:38). 

 
Geovanne Bustos 

Patrick Gesch 
 

From the early days of the Congregation, Papua New Guinea has 
been one of the main destinations for Divine Word Missionaries. The 
SVD Missiological Institute in Germany has tried to follow develop-
ments and reflections issuing from the multiple mission tasks and expe-
riences there, through books in our Studia series as well as in numer-
ous articles in the journal Verbum SVD. One of the latest highlights in 
our dedication to Papua New Guinea is the Steyler Missionschronik 
2021, a colourful publication particularly for our benefactors which car-
ries many articles and pictures by SVD missionaries and SSpS Mission-
ary Sisters about their commitment and fascination with PNG. 

The Symposium to mark the 125th anniversary of SVD engagement 
in PNG was a further opportunity to gauge the efforts and grace of 
sharing with the peoples there. It is a privilege for the SVD Missiologi-
cal Institute to publish the proceedings of this Symposium jointly with 
the Melanesian Institute in Goroka (Papua New Guinea) and thus to 
offer wider access to the reflections presented at the Symposium. 

Divine Word Missionaries are always in a tension between their sub-
lime vocation of relating to the WORD and their own utterings translat-
ing and communicating this WORD into the smaller and bigger words of 
different cultures and contexts – hence the title of this study. Thus, this 
collection of reflections brings together many words – certainly not emp-
ty words but indeed facts, feats, even failures – that all have intended to 
join their voices, efforts and commitment in different fields to witness to 
the WORD that has become flesh and has made his dwelling among us 
(John 1:14). 

 
Christian Tauchner SVD 

SVD Missiological Institute, Sankt Augustin 


	Schmutztitel
	StudiaNr
	Titelblatt
	CipSeite
	Dedication
	Dedication Letter of the Provincial Superior of the PNG Province
	Dedication Letter of the Superior General  of the Society of the Divine Word
	Celebrating 125 Years of SVD Missionary Work  in Papua New Guinea
	Message of H.E. Most Rev. Fermín Emilio Sosa Rodríguez,  Apostolic Nuncio, on the Occasion of the Quasquicentennial  of the Presence of the Society of the Divine Word  in Papua New Guinea

	Leere Seite XII
	Foreword
	Contents
	Abbreviations
	Section A
	Leere Seite 2
	Gibbs
	1. Introduction
	2. Tertiary Education in PNG
	3. Divine Word University
	4. Transformation
	5. Practice of Transformation
	6. Constructive Comments
	Conclusion

	Kolod_McM
	Introduction
	A Catholic University and Formation of the Whole Person
	Divine Word Education
	Nanzan University, Nagoya, Japan
	Holy Name University, Tagbilaran, The Philippines
	University of San Carlos, Cebu City, The Philippines
	Universitas Katolik Widya Mandira, Kupang, Indonesia
	Fu Jen Catholic University, New Taipei City, Taiwan
	Divine Word University, Papua New Guinea
	Reflection of Universities’ Divine Word Ethos
	SVD and Their Educational Mission in Papua New Guinea
	A Case Study of Holistic DWU Education:  From SVD High School to Divine Word University
	Divine Word University and Formation of the Whole Person
	DWU’s Values-based Education, Research and Community Engagement
	Excellence in Teaching and Learning
	DWU’s Commitment to Integrity
	Spiritual Formation
	Social Responsibility and Community Engagement
	Technology-enhanced Teaching and Learning

	Conclusion

	Kula
	Introduction
	Transformation and Transformative Learning
	Defining Transformation
	What Is Transformative Learning?

	Power Over: A Dominant Discursive Approach to Learning
	Power With: A Transformative Approach to Learning
	Power-from-Within: A Hopeful Transformative Approach to Learning
	Performative Arts /Drama
	PG107: PNG Literature
	The Benefits of PG107 PNG Literature Stage Production
	Student Engagement
	Self-confidence
	Collaboration and Cooperation
	Higher Order Thinking Skills
	Discipline
	Showing Appreciation and Humility
	Social Awareness

	Conclusion

	Bustos
	Introduction
	First Part: The DWU Charter and its Context
	Second Part: The DWUC Meeting the Challenge that Modernity Represents within the Context
	1.  Secularism and Relativism along Our Way
	2.  The Revolution of New Technologies
	3.  Impact of Postmodern Culture on the Local Culture of Peoples
	4.  The Challenge for Students’ Transformation in a Postmodern Context

	Third Part: The DWUC as a Journey towards  the Desired National Unity
	1.  The DWUC – Communicating with an Inclusive Approach
	2.  The DWUC – Making Sense of Meeting the Differences of  Different Cultural Backgrounds at Madang Campus

	Conclusion
	Appendix (The DWU Charter as a Historical Document)

	Dlugosz
	Introduction
	Education – An Integral Part of Mission
	The First Chapters of the DWU History
	One Door Closed but New Windows Opened
	Library
	Divine Word University and  Fr. Jan Czuba SVD – the Founding President
	Competent Scholars and Educators
	Spirit of Interculturality

	Kurian
	Introduction
	Academic Research at DWU
	Applied Social Research Aiming at Social Impact
	Is Academic Research at DWU Aiming at Social Impact?
	Academic Learning
	Information Technology & Online Learning
	COVID-19 Pandemic
	Culture
	Religion and Ethics
	Socio-political Issues
	Health

	Diffusion of Innovations Theory
	Conclusion

	Section B
	Leere Seite 118
	Steffen
	Introduction
	Eight Exemplary Expeditions between 1905 and 1934
	1.  Br. Irlenbusch’s Raju River Expedition of 1905
	2.  The van den Hemel-Reiber Trip to the Torricelli Mountains of 1907
	3.  Van den Hemel’s Expedition to the Sacred Lake  on Kairiru Island of 1908
	4.  Limbrock’s and Kirschbaum’s Boikin Hinterland Expedition of 1912
	5.  Kirschbaum’s Expedition to the Hills of the Central Mountain of 1925
	6.  The Nowak-Klösters Expedition into the Inland  of Saruga-Nake of 1928
	7.  The Limbrock-Gerstner Expedition into the Boikin-But  Hinterland of 1929
	8.  The Brunner-Langer Trip from Atemple to Bogia of 1934

	Conclusion

	Maciolek
	Introduction
	As Explorers
	Fr. Eberhard Limbrock

	Courageous in Facing the Reality
	Fr. Friedrich Vormann

	Embracing Suffering
	Fr. Emil Jerome

	Facing Their Own Fears
	Br. Priscillian Marcinek

	Being Loved
	Fr. Richard Nowak

	Commitment until the End – Their Passion for Their Mission
	Fr. Henry Buschhoff
	Fr. Harry McGee

	Their Great Involvement
	Fr. Engelmund van Baar

	Their Lives as a Gift for Others
	Bishop Franz Wolf

	Men of Peace
	Br. Eugene Frank – I Did not Come here to Kill People


	Gesch
	1.  The SVD, Anthropos and Arnold Janssen on Culture
	2.  The Bible and the Churches on the Knowledge of God
	3.  The Religious Traditions of Yangoru and  Yamuk Village Cultures
	3.1  Encountering the Spirits
	a) Masalai: The Spirits of Rights and Property
	b) Foundational Spirits of Myth
	c) The Dead as Conscience

	3.2  The Transformation of People in Initiation
	3.3  Magic as the Religiously Enhanced Talents of Individuals

	4.  Conclusion: The Dialogue with the Religious and  Secular Cultures of the Villages

	Young
	Leadership to Establish a Church for Mission
	Charism and Institution
	Focus on Culture and Education
	Communications
	Concluding: The Wider Horizon

	Section C
	Leere Seite 192
	Schuele
	Introduction
	Partnership with Bread for the World, Germany
	The Global Context of Public Health
	Primary Health Care – the Alma Ata Declaration
	Public Health and Social Determinants of Health
	Public Health and the Concept of Health Promotion
	The Asset-Based Approach to Primary Health Care  and Health Promotion
	Medical Pluralism and Health Seeking Behaviour
	Public Health and People-Centred Health Systems

	The Master of Public Health (MPH)  at the Divine Word University
	Conclusion

	Manineng
	1.  Introduction
	2.  The Call to Establish a New Version of Traditional Initiation in Yangoru-Saussia
	3.  Organising the New Program
	3.1  Raising Awareness
	3.2  Fundraising
	3.3  Assembling Required Resources

	4.  Staging the New Program
	4.1  Cultural Training Sessions
	4.2  The Medical Operation
	4.3  The Graduation and Public Display

	5.  The Learning and Discussion for this Particular  Case of Study
	6.  Recommendations for Further Steps in the Future
	7.  The Divine Word Missionaries as Ministers of God in Bringing the Light of the Gospel of Jesus Christ
	8.  Conclusion

	MacDougall
	Introduction
	Competing University Global Discourses
	Three Discourses in One
	Corporate Discourse
	Relationship Discourse
	Socially Responsible Discourse

	Geography and Equity
	A Way Forward

	Begani
	Introduction
	Looking Back in Time and Space
	Biblical Account on Wellbeing
	Environmental Health in the Context of DWU
	Hunter–Forager Society
	Agrarian Society
	Industrial Revolution Society
	Nanotechnology Engineering in the 21st Century
	Ecological Footprint and the Depletion of the Ecosystem at Present
	Historical and Current Public Health Problems
	Papua New Guinea Health Profile in Context
	Early Development of Environmental Health Services in PNG
	Environmental Health Training Program in Context
	Community Service in Context
	Conclusion

	Section D
	Leere Seite 264
	Matbob
	Introduction
	The Mihalic Influence

	Cutting the Ice with National Broadcasting Corporation
	Working with Word Publishing
	Challenges that a Journalist Faces
	Creating and Maintaining Contacts
	Challenges of Working in Private Media Organisations
	Focusing on Moral and Ethical Issues
	Advocacy Issues
	Conclusion

	Skotniczny
	Introduction
	Time for a Newspaper in Pidgin English
	Fr. Frank Mihalic and Pidgin English – ‘tok pisin’
	Beginnings of ‘Wantok’ – Achievements and Setback
	New Opportunity – Diocese of Wewak
	The Name ‘Wantok’
	First Issue and Hard Beginnings
	Wantok – Ecumenical Wind of Change
	Turning Point in the History of Wantok
	‘Wantok’ in the New Millennium
	Conclusion

	Kuman
	Background
	Study Design and Methods
	Findings
	Roles and Achievements
	Reasons for Leaving the Priesthood
	Lack of Leadership
	Lack of Financial Incentives
	Life of Celibacy
	Social Security and Well-being

	Recommendations from Former Priests
	Fatherly Figure Leadership
	Motivations and Support for Priests

	Discussion
	Conclusion

	Szablowinski
	Introduction
	The Beginning of Training a Native Clergy
	Erection of the Holy Spirit Regional Seminary
	Moving the Seminary from Kap to Bomana
	Academic Seminary Formation under CTI
	The Focus on the Seminary Training in Bomana
	Conclusion

	Agbeyome
	The Task of Freedom
	Abraham as an Example
	From Personal Encounters
	A God of Surprises
	Sent for a Mission
	From Personal Experience
	Tradition and Identity
	Paul’s Revealing Experience
	Saved to Serve
	As Friends
	Grounded in Experience
	The Chaplaincy at DWU
	Mission for the Transformation of Society

	Liwun
	Ordination and Mission
	Encountering the First Problem
	First Christmas in the Mission Station
	Changing my Views
	Tribal War
	New Mission in Pompabus
	Piperes Parish – and in Charge
	In Mang Parish
	From a Rural Parish to a Metropolitan Parish
	St. Michael’s Parish in Hanuabada
	Hanuabada: 2010–2018
	Into Goroka
	Conclusion

	Aime
	Introduction
	Is There a Gospel According to the SVDs?
	The Power of Voice
	Missionaries as the Voice of the Gospel
	People-centred Gospel
	Journey of Faith
	Education
	Conclusion

	Contributors

