DEDICATION

To see the accomplishment of this project gives me great joy because I
feel that I am part of something greater than me or us involved in this
project. I see it clearly with the image of a canvass painted with different
biographies and experiences that brought us to Papua New Guinea where
we once met a person whose name is Patrick Gesch. This book wants to
pay tribute to a great missionary, known to many of us simply as Pat. He
loves being called that. Has that nickname to do with an early child ex-
perience? A tender one? Was it a recollection of his mother tenderly call-
ing? The thing I know for sure based on my experience and observation
is that, at the end, tender words written in people’s hearts and their ex-
periences will remain.

This Festschrift — A Life Tribute wants to honour him. The word in
German, a two-root word, stands for Fest (the festival, the celebration, a
feast) and Schrift (writing, text), and it seems to have been taken into
other languages and cultures. “In academia, a Festschrift is a book hon-
oring a respected person, especially an academic, and presented during
their lifetime. It generally takes the form of an edited volume, containing
contributions from the honoree’s colleagues, former pupils, and friends.
Festschriften are often titled something like essays in honour of/or essays
presented to someone.”!

It is this project; it is all about him after almost six decades of his
teaching career and more than 80 years of long-lasting footprints set and
written in people’s hearts. Whether we are a Papua New Guinean or an
expatriate or colleague, we share the common experience of working and
serving the people through our expertise in the particular locus we call
Papua New Guinea. And, Pat has come to beautify one’s own experience
with his life, his experience and expertise.

As we know, Pat has dedicated his entire life to loving and serving this
country and its people. It is a grace and a gift being blessed by him to
enjoy common conversations that sometimes turn to deep sharing with
some tears our SVD community. As written earlier, “my experience of Fr.
Patrick Gesch known to us as Pat, as colleague, is ‘a man who loves PNG,
its culture and its people; a source of inspiration to many’.”? Because he
was able to inspire many, some of those took time to pen down his/her
experience on Pat through their writing. The contributors were

1 See Wikipedia: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Festschrift [3 March 2025].

2 Flyer convocation to partake in this project on 5 May 2024.
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motivated to start their point of reflection and respond to the essential
question based on the theme for this project: “How did I come to know
Papua New Guinea?” I thank all colleagues who gladly accepted my con-
vocation to join this common project. Pat comments on your contribution
in a special paper that I assume is his “thank you” to you all. With the
words of Isaiah 52:7 I say to him: “How beautiful are the feet of those who
bring good news” — your life is seen through that Divine call!

Words of dedication to the one whose work and legacy can be given in
the following words: “Indeed, he is someone who belongs to us.” Finding
the right title for this book seems a not-easy task to accomplish. One of
the reasons might be that Pat is a man who can surprise anyone, some-
times with his sharp observations based on his own experiences from
where wisdom flows or, in other words, the experience of being allowed
to learn something new that one does not know. The academic setting at
DWU is the place where he feels he belongs. His “being with” is expressed
in his commitment for those who see him through the lenses of his per-
sonality, his life and, finally, his love for people experienced at different
levels of acquaintance.

The book is dedicated to the man who is able to communicate across
cultures; and to a special one, the culture of Yangoru, to mention an ex-
ample. The papers that you have in your hands will delight your eyes by
reading what has to do with different biographical experiences and ex-
pertise. There are many authors in one book in dedication to Pat’s aca-
demic journey. Having said that, the contributors of this book feel a per-
sonal connection with him and, because of such connections, they dedi-
cate their writing, their time and also their devotion to sit and find a topic
to connect with him through their own expertise. Thanks to you all. Pat
in turn, will comment on your contribution by writing some few lines to
the contributors. Ad multos annos, Pat!

Geovanne Bustos
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